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Operating instructions swivel hook for forklift (GS and GSD) 
 

General principles regarding the utilisation of lifting accessories and their components: 
The operating instructions are to be stored together with the certificate and the EC declaration of conformity. 

The falling of loads, caused by the failure and / or incorrect utilisation and handling of lifting equipment or its individual parts constitutes a direct risk to the life or health of the people who are 

present in the danger zone of lifting processes. 

These operating instructions contain information with regard to the safe utilisation and handling of the lifting accessories and their components. Before using the lifting equipment, the assigned 

persons are to be briefed with regard to handling and utilisation by a qualified person. 

The following principles apply: 

- The Working Load Limit (WLL) (see label) of the lifting equipment must correspond to the load. The lifting equipment may not be used if the label is missing or is illegible. 

- No danger areas (e.g. crushing points, cutting points, trapping or impact points) may occur that may hinder or endanger the person carrying out the slinging process and / or the transport. 

- The base material and the constructive design of the load must be able to hold the applied forces without deformation. 

- Stress that leads to a non-uniform load distribution, e.g. which is caused as a result of an off-centre introduction of force must be taken into account when selecting the lifting accessories and 

their components. 

- In the event that extreme stress or strong dynamic strain (shock influences) may occur, this must be taken into account when selecting the lifting equipment and the Working Load Limit 

(WLL). 

- The lifting equipment may not be used for the transportation of persons. No persons are ever permitted to remain present in the danger area of a suspended load. 

- The lifting equipment may not come into contact with acids and other aggressive agents. Attention must also be paid to the fact that acid fumes may occur in certain production processes. 

- Never make unauthorised amendments to the lifting equipment (e.g. grinding, welding, bending, and attachment of parts)!  

- The lifting equipment may not be exposed to any forbidden manipulation of temperature. 

- Only original spare parts may be used. 

- The relevant additional regulations must be observed when transporting hazardous substances. 

- Lifting accessories and their components must be stored in such a manner that they are protected against being damaged and do not cause any danger. 

- If damaged, the lifting equipment must be immediately taken out of circulation and has to undergo maintenance work. 

- When ready to be discarded, lifting equipment is to be correctly disposed of. Attention: Any substances present that are hazardous to the environment (e.g. greases and oils) are to be 

disposed of separately. 

Attention: In the event of violation, the operating permission will become void. 

 

1. Operation / Assembly 
- Push the swivel hook onto the forks. In order to guarantee safe transportation, the forks of the forklift must possess sufficient lifting capacity and dimension approval.  

- Secure the swivel hook against slipping on the forks by using the clamping screw (hand-tight – see picture below). 

- Determine the transport weight. The permitted working load limit is never to be exceeded. 

- The centre of gravity of the load must be located exactly underneath the load hook. 

- Regular checks must be made during operation in order to ascertain whether the swivel hook is still firmly connected with the forks. If required, the clamping pin is to be tightened. 

- The points of hooks may not be placed under strain. Suspension links and eyelets must be able to move freely within the hook. 

- All types of diagonal pull must be avoided. 

- The hook is not rotatable under load. It must be adjusted before picking up the load. 

- Swivel hooks are designed for working temperatures ranging between –20°C and +100°C.  

- Liquid masses or loose bulk material, which can provoke the danger, may not be transported. 

- In addition to these operating instructions, the directives regarding accident protection and environmental protection valid at the location as well as the valid instruction manuals are also to 

be observed.  

 

Table 1 

Code 

 

Working load limit 

WLL 

[ t ] 

 

 

ENORM GS / GSD   8  2 .5 

ENORM GS / GSD 10  4  

ENORM GS / GSD 13  6 .7 

 

1 – clamping screw 

2 – Name plate with legible working load limit information 

 

Attention: There is a risk of crushing during the entire hoisting and transport procedure. 

 

2. Inspection and maintenance 
On a regular basis before being used, lifting equipment is to be closely inspected with regard to correct utilisation and faultless condition (e.g. screw fit, absence of strong corrosion and 

deformation, etc.), for example by the person carrying out the slinging process. Defective lifting equipment may not be used. It has to be tested at least once a year by a qualified person whilst 

taking the relevant standards and trade association regulations (e.g. DGUV Regel 100-500) into account. Every three years lifting equipment must be tested by a qualified person using a proper 

testing device in order to check that the product is free of cracks. The user must observe the results of the risk assessment in accordance with the occupational safety directives. The re-testing 

period is shortened in the event that the products are exposed to critical operating conditions. Inspection records are to be kept. 

The testing coefficient (EC-Machinery Directive 2006/42/EC point 4.4.1) is defined according to the Standard DIN EN 13155. 

 

In the event that the following defects occur, the lifting equipment is to be taken out of circulation immediately and sent for maintenance: 

- Labelling concerning working load limit or proof of identity of the lifting equipment is illegible or is missing. 

- Deformation of master links or components for lifting.  

- Signs of a widening on the hooks, meaning for example noticeable increase of the hook aperture. The increase of the hook aperture may not be above 10 % of the nominal value (catalogue 

dimension “m”) or the hook safety latch may not be released (Figure 1). 

- Wear (reduction in thickness) on the hook base of ≥5 % (catalogue dimension “h” figure 2). 

- Damage such as: cuts, indents, grooves, linear cracks, excessive corrosion, discolouration caused by the impact of heat, bent or twisted chain links or other faults. 

- Reduction in bolt diameter of 10% compared to its nominal dimension (catalogue). 

 

  

   

Fig. 1 Fig. 2    

 

3. Maintenance 
The maintenance must be carried out by an expert. Components that are ready to be discarded must be replaced. In the event that bolts have to be replace, only new original bolts and safety 

elements may be used. 
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4. Documentation  
Records of regular testing (Point 5) and maintenance (Point 6) are to be documented. 

JDT offers professional support with this work as well as the >SERVICE< PC program that electronically captures and manages the lifting equipment. 

 

5. Conformity Declaration 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Translation of the original operating instructions 

In case of doubts or misunderstanding, the German version of the document is decisive. 
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